
“Crayons, Comics, and Creativity”!
 Resource List!

May, 2014!
compiled by MK Czerwiec, RN, MA!

Title Creator Details Notes

Maus Art Spiegelman Part one iriginally 1991. 
In 1994, The Complete 
Maus was published. 

graphic novel about 
Holocaust, Won a 
Pulitzer Prize in 1992

Mom’s Cancer Brian Fies Abrams, 2009 influential graphic novel 
on a family’s experience 
of lung cancer

GraphicMedicine.org Ian Williams, MK 
Czerwiec

website that catalogs 
graphic novels, 
conversations, and 
academic presentations 
on comics and health 

“Graphic Medicine: The 
Use of Comics in 
Medical Education and 
Patient Care” 

Michael Green and 
Kimberly Meyers

British Medical Journal, 
13 March 2010

Monsters Ken Dahl Secret Acres, 2009 graphic novel about 
living with herpes

Tangles Sarah Leavitt Skyhorse, 2012 graphic novel about a 
family dealing with the 
Mother’s Alzheimer’s 
Disease

Hyperbole and a Half Allie Brash hyperboleandahalf.com pain scale critique 
comic shown. Also book 
of the same title recently 
published that includes 
chapters on  living with 
depression. 

ComicNurse.com MK Czerwiec see particularly the 
comic “Draw” 

comics on nursing, 
health care, bioethics, 
drawing in health care, 
medical humanities and 
more. 

A Longitudinal 
Examination of the 
Fourth Grade Slump in 
Creativity 

E. Paul Torrance Gifted Child Quarterly, 
December 21, 1968 12: 
195-199.

Imagine: How Creativity 
Works

Jonah Lehrer Houghton Mifflin, 2012 on the neurology of 
creativity 

http://GraphicMedicine.org
http://hyperboleandahalf.com
http://ComicNurse.com
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Cancer Made Me A 
Shallower Person

Miriam Engelberg Harper, 2006 graphic novel on dealing 
with breast cancer. 
Notable for extremely 
simple yet impactful 
visual language

Billy, Me, & You Nicola Streeten Myriad Editions, 2011 graphic novel on loss of 
young son, also notable 
for raw, simple visual 
language

Doodlers, Unite Sunni Brown TED talk, 2011 http://www.ted.com/
talks/sunni_brown

Cartooning: Philosophy 
& Practice

Ivan Brunetti Yale University Press, 
2011

excellent course guide 
for developing basic 
skills used in creating 
comics

What It Is Lynda Barry Drawn & Quarterly, 
2008

excellent resource on 
recovering creativity, 
specifically writing.

Picture This Lynda Barry Drawn & Quarterly, 
2010

second part of above 
dealing with drawing

“What Are You Doing 
Creatively These 
Days?” 

Niamh Kelly Academic Medicine, 
November 2012

excellent piece on the 
importance of creativity 
in medicine

“How Creative is Your 
Doctor” 

Danielle Ofri New York Times Well 
Blog, March 14, 2013!

http://
well.blogs.nytimes.com/
2013/03/14/how-
creative-is-your-doctor/?
_php=true&_type=blogs
&_r=0

Beyond Comfort Zones: 
An Experiment in 
Medical and Art 
Education

Jay Baruch Journal for Learning 
through the Arts, 2012

a research study on 
developing creativity in 
medical students 

DRAWING 
CONNECTIONS: New 
Directions in Drawing 
and Cognition Research 

Angela Brew, Michelle 
Fava, and Andrea 
Kantrowitz

Full PDF available for 
download at https://
www.academia.edu/
2343238/
Brew_A._Kantrowitz_A.
_and_Fava_M._2012_D
rawing_Connections_ne
w_directions_in_drawin
g_and_cognition_resear
ch

proceedings of the first 
international conference 
on drawing as a way of 
knowing. 
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https://www.academia.edu/2343238/Brew_A._Kantrowitz_A._and_Fava_M._2012_Drawing_Connections_new_directions_in_drawing_and_cognition_research
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Marbles Ellen Forney Gotham, 2012 Graphic novel about 
living with bipolar 
disorder. Also relates it 
to creativity, neurology, 
and pharmacology
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