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A YEAR AGO T PISCOVEREP JOURNALISTIC
COMICS WHEN I REAP SARAH GLIPPEN’'S

\uuf
“ROLLING BLACKOUTS”. 3 m/ \\
S — — (7 -

/-f\ /| JUNE 202 .4. \
A SEED WAS PLANTED IN

MY MIND WHICH SLOWLY )’
GREW INTO AN IPEA... )-‘

I FOUNP EXAMPLES OF
JOURNALISTIC COMICS ANP
ANALYZEPD THEM...

...AND RESULTEP IN A TOPIC
FOR MY MASTER’S THESIS.
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...AND I THOUGHT, WHAT BETTER WAY :
TO PRESENT\QAY RESULTS THAN A COMICZ THIS COMIC WILL ANSWER:

1 . WHAT IS COMICS JOURNALISM?Z

2 . WHY IS COMICS JOURNALISM USEFUL?

!
3 HOW CAN YOU CREATE A
. JOURNALISTIC COMIC YOURSELF?

U




A COMICS JOURNALIST RESEARCHES AND
""’—' INTERVIEWS LIKE ANY OTHER

fquT 15 COMICS ||k /_’”I;/

dOU\ZNAUSN\? |

cCoMICs
JOURNALISM /{

e SA—

TOLD THROUGH
PANELS ANP

NONFICTION
&TORIES

...THEY PRAW
_ THEIR STORY.

/BUT—I;‘:EAD

OF WRITING AN
ARTICLE...

...AND NOW CONTINUES WITH NEW COMICS JOURNALISTS
LIKE SARAH GLIPPEN ANP JOSH NEUFELP.
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| vosH NeureLP | L)

SARAH GLIPPEN I

¥ INSPIREP BY
SACCO’S

PRAWINGS OF

HIMSELF

JOE SACLCO

THE GENRE STARTEP WITH
COMICS JOURNALIST ANP WAR
REPORTER JOE SALLO...




WHY 1S COMICS JOURNALISM
USEFUL OR IMPORTANT?2

I THINK THAT THE HANP PRAWN

E— \_  COMIC HAS TWO FUNCTIONS...
ONE S TO REMIND ==\ "

PEOPLE THAT THIS IS
A SUBJECLTIVE WORK...

ANOTHER IS, THAT THERE’'S S0
MUCH OF THE WRITTEN WORP OUT

¢ THERE, IT'S A NON-STOP FLOW...

| S = Fo——— ...'-'.‘..i._;' ;71-\ [

.60 | THINK HAVING SOMETHING Ui ) (|

DIFFERENT CAN HELP ATTRACT PEOPLE ). 4O
TO A STORY, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT J“’%_&

OTHERWISE REAE‘// MAYBE I AN HOOK

SOMEONE INTO REAPING THIS BY
GIVING THEM PRETTY PICTURES.

A R =
T FEEL LIKE COMICS ‘
CONNECT WITH PEOPLE IT CAN
. REALLY

ON AN EMOTIONAL LeVEL,
/ BRING A
STALE OR

AND READERS WANT T0 |
OVERLY
FAMILIAR
STORY TO
LIFE.

IPENTIFY OR EMPATHIZE
\WITH THE PROTAGONIST
OF A STORY...




N

JOURNALISTS SARAH ANDP JOSH i—;\

FIRST, LET'S ASK COMICS

THEY PO IT:

FOR ROLLING BLACKOUTS*
I HAP A LITTLE PIGITAL
RECORPER ANP I WAS
RECORPING AUPIO, BUT
ALSO TAKING A LOT OF
NOTES ANP PICTURES.

/ YOU’'RE ALWAYS KIND OF
KEEPING YOUR EYE OUT FOR
HOW YOU CAN PRAW THINGS IN A
WAY THAT IS INTERESTING, ANP
WHAT PETAILS YOU CAN SHARE /
\ THAT WILL SHOW SOMETHING

ABOUT THE SETTINGS OR

\
R

CHARACTERS.

*ROLLING BLACKOUTS IS THE TITLE OF SARAH’S COMIC ABOUT A
REPORTING TRIP TO SYRIA ANP IRAQ WITH A FOCUS ON REFUGEES ANP
THE CONSEQUENCES OF WAR.
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//F/o; ADX T WAS VISITING THE

IMPORTANT PETAILS.

AREA TO TAKE NOTES. I PON'T PO

( A LOT OF SKETCHING, BUT T TAKE
>\mc,‘ruzes“.

...ANP I JUST TRY TO GET A FEEL FOR PGOPLE\,\

OBSERVING THEIR BOPY LANGUAGE ANP =
./

AND THEN T
ALWAYS WRITE A

*A.0. NEW ORLEANS AFTER THE PELUGE IS JOSH’ COMIC ABOUT HOW A
HANPFUL OF PEOPLE EXPERIENCEP HURRICANE KATRINA.




WHEN IT COMES TO ACTUALLY
PRAWING YOUR STORY, THERE
ARE MANY PIFFERENT

TECHNIQUES AVAILABLE.

I. MAKE IT CLEAR WHEN ANP WHERE THE
EVENTS ARE TAKING PLACE.

=SSN

IN MY THESIS T ANALYZEP 10 \
JOURNALISTIC COMICS, ANP
IPENTIFIEP SOME OF THE TECHNIQUES
THAT COMICS JOURNALISTS USE TO
TELL THEIR STORIES:

Z. MAKE IT CLEAR WHO IS TALKING.
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“~ YOU CAN FOR
EXAMPLE PO THIS
WITH NAME TAGS,
SPEECH BUBBLES,
AND BY PRAWING
CHARACTERS

CONSISTENTLY.

EMMA TRAM

3. LET THE REAPER FILL IN THE GAPS AND
REAP BETWEEN THE LINES.

WHEN COMICS JOURNALISTS PEPICT VIOLENT
EVENTS OR ANONYMOUS SOURCES THEY
OFTEN PRAW SILHOUETTES OR BLACK PAGES.

4. APP A LITTLE PRAMA

WHEN YOU TELL A JOURNALISTIC STORY YOU
OBVIOUSLY SHOULPN'T OVER-PRAMATIZE, BUT
IN SOME STORIES YOU CAN USE SOUNP
EFFECTS OR OTHER COMIC BOOK EFFECLTS.

THE FRENCH COMIC “LA CELLULE”
PEPICTS THE 2015 PARIS TERROR ATTACK

|

WITH TWO BLACK PAGES




5. INCLUPE NON-COMIC ELEMENTS.

MANY COMICS JOURNALISTS USE MAPS,
INFOGRAPHICS, ANDP EVEN TV ANP RAPIO
BROAPLASTS TO EXPLAIN FACLTS.

6. INCLUPE YOURSELF.

YOU CAN PRAW YOURSELF ANP YOUR PROCESS
OF PROPUCING YOUR COMIC TO GUIPE YOUR
REAPER THROUGH THE STORY.

WHERE THIS COMIC WAS CREATEP:

9

UNIVERSITY OF
AMSTERPAM

9

MY APARTMENT

AS YOU CAN see 1
HAVE PONE THIS,
AND SO HAvE

SARAH AND JOSH.

I

I LIKE TO HAVE MYSELF IN THE
COMIC SOMEWHERE TAKING NOTES
S0 YOU CAN SEE THAT THERE
ACTUALLY WAS A PERSON TALKING
TO THE SOURCES.

THE PERSON WHO MAPE THIS
BOOK, ANP THAT I'M A PERSON
\AND NOT JUST SOME AUTHORITY

FROM UP HIGH.

7. BE TRANSPARENT.

YOU CAN FOR EXAMPLE SHOW HOW YOU MET
OR INTERVIEWEP SOURCES, INCLUPE
FOOTNOTES ANP AN EPILOGUE OR PROLOGUE.

8. THINK ABOUT THE STYLE.

THERE ARE MANY STYLE CHOICES TO BE MAPE.
WHAT COLORS MATCH YOUR STORY 2 SIMPLE OR
PETAILEP BACKGROUNPSZ PANEL SIZEZ

THE FRENCH COMIC “TROPIQUES TOXIQUES” INCLUPEP A SYMBOL
YOU CAN SCAN WITH AN APP TO ACCESS LINKS ANP VIPEOS
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PON’'T GET S0 CAUGHT UP
IN PRAWING SKILLS. YOU
CAN TELL A LOT WITH
STICK FIGURES AND VERY
SIMPLE PRAWINGS.

N >
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IN A WAY T ALMOST
PREFER SIMPLE
DRAWINGS, BECAUSE |
THEY CAN BE VERY
EXPRESSIVE, AND THEY |
GIVE THE READER SPACE |
TO KIND OF FILL IN THE /

\ GAPS. /

CREATING THEIR OWN
JOURNALISTIC COMIC2
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YOU HAVE TO BE CURIOUS

/' AND ALWAYS THINK ABOUT
HOW YOU AN MAKE THE
WHAT APVICE PO YOU STORY VISUALLY INTERESTING
HAVE FOR ANYONE ANPD BRING IT TO LIFE...
WHO WANTS TO TRY S

...ANP YET ALSO STICK TO
THE FACTS OF THE STORY.
BE RESPECTFUL OF THE

TRUTH. >

I'M ALWAYS TRYING TO PULL MY
STUPENTS BACK WHEN THEY APPD
A LITTLE TOO MUCH PIZZAZZ.

YOU KNOW, THE TONE OF YOUR }
PRAWING HAS TO FIT THE TONE
OF THE STORY YOU ARE TELLING.
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EPILOGUE

PEAR REAPER,

I HOPE YOU ENJOYEP THIS SHORT INTROPUCLTION TO COMICS
JOURNALISM, ANP THAT IT INFORMEP ANP INSPIREP YOU TO
CREATE YOUR OWN!

THIS COMIC WAS CREATEDP AS PART OF MY MASTER’S THESIS, AND
1S BASED ON ZOOM INTERVIEWS WITH THE TWO AMERICAN COMICS
JOURNALISTS SARAH GLIPPEN ANP JOSH NEUFELP AS WELL AS MY
MASTER’S THESIS. THE THESIS ANALYZEDP COMICS JOURNALISTS!
USE OF VARIOUS VISUAL STRATEGIES, ANP THE RESULTS WERE
USED TO CREATE THE LIST OF PRAWING TECHNIQUES PRESENTED
IN THIS COMIC.

I WANT TO THANK BOTH SARAH ANP JOSH FOR TAKING THE TIME
TO PO INTERVIEWS, AS WELL AS MY THESIS SUPERVISOR ANP
PROFESSORS WHO HELPEP APVICE ME IN BRINGING MY IPEAS TO
LIFE. LASTLY T WANT TO THANK MY BOYFRIEND AND FAMILY FOR
HELPING ME THROUGH A BUSY TIME ANP FOR vALUABLE
FEEPBACK ON PRAFTS.

IF YOU WANT MORE INSPIRATION ANP EXAMPLES OF COMICS
JOURNALISM, CHECK OUT:

- ROLLING BLACKOUTS, SARAH GLIPPEN
- A.D., NEW ORLEANS AFTER THE PELUGE, JOSH NEUFELD
- BURMA CHRONICLES, GUY PELISLE

- THE NIB (WEB BASED COMIC MAGAZINE)
- TOPO / LA REVUE PESSINEE

(FRENCH COMIC MAGAZINES)

THANK YOU, ANP GOOP LUCK IN CREATING
YOUR OWN COMIC!
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